WeWant Your Comments

Participants at the Powell Marsh Wildlife Area Issue Forum identified several areas on the Marsh
that would need to be considered when devel oping the master plan aternatives. As part of the
remote review of the master plan process, we would like to present this information and allow the
entire public an opportunity to provide their input. These areas are:

e Management of Flowages/Water

e Grassy Upland Areas

*  Vegetation Management of Open Peatlands

«  Wildlife Management

*  Recreation Management

e Educational Opportunities

*  Wooded Areas on Fringes of Marsh

*  WDNR Coordination with Lac Du Flambeau Tribe

We have summarized the public's issue identification in charts. The public’slist of possible
management actions for each issue are listed. Underneath each management action, department
staff outlined impacts to habitat and wildlife and recreation from that action. (See below for
example).

Please send us your comments on the identified management actions as well as on our staff
analysis. Feedl freeto add any additional management actions along with your supporting
comments. Pleasereturn your comments by April 23,1999. Thisinformation will be
summarized and compiled and presented at the May 15, 1999 public meeting in Manitowish
Waters, Wisconsin.

Powell Marsh Wildlife Area

Issue— p
S Educational Opportunities
|

Develop Self-Guided Hiking and
Birding Brochures and Maps

Possible Management Action ———»

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
Potential Impacts —> * Increase public knowledge and
awareness of wildlife.

* Increased disturbance to wildlife.
|

Impacts to Recreation

Potential Impacts —> e Increased use of wildlife area.

» Visitors can take home brochures for
off-site education.

[
Other Comments
Other Comments —_—> * Increased workload and budgets.
e Printing and distribution of brochures.
» Increased public education. Help
from volunteer naturalists.
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Powell Marsh Wildlife Area

Management of Flowages/Water

Water Levels

|

Water Control Structures
(see other sheet)

I —

“ Keep Water Levels Steady “ “

Water Levels High In Spring
and Fall

“ Drawn Down Water Levels “ “

Draw Down Levels During
Shore Bird Migrations

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
Negative impact on nesting
and migrating waterfowl.
May lessen species diversity.
May increase beaver and
muskrats.

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
Good for nesting and
migrating waterfowl.

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
May encourage certain plant
species to establish and grow.
Promotes succession.

Fewer waterfowl! to watch
and nesting aress.

May impact adjoining
property owners.

May decrease species

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
»  Encourages migrating
shorebirds to stop over at the
marsh.
* May negatively impact soils.
* May negatively impact
Species requiring water
during that time of year (i.e.
waterfowl).

diversity.
|

Impacts to Recreation
Limits number and variety of
wildlife to view.

May limit hunting
opportunities.

Impacts to Recreation
Increases diversity of wildlife
species for viewing.

May increase hunting
opportunities.

Impacts to Recreation
Decrease trapping
opportunities.

Impacts to Recreation
e See more shorehirds.
+ |f water levels remain low,
migratory waterfowl may
pass over the area.

Other Comments
Existing water control
structures in-place.
Increases staff workload.
Difficult to return water
levelsto previouslevels.

Other Comments
Meets draft property goal of
maintaining open aspect of
the marsh.

Existing water control
structures in-place.

Other Comments

Other Comments
e Littlecontrol to bring water
levels back up again.
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Water Levels
(see other sheet)

Maintain Current Water
Control Structures

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
» Effective management
tool.

Impacts to Recreation

* Improves bird watching
and aesthetics at the
Marsh.

Other Comments
» Exiging water control
structures in-place.

Powell Marsh Wildlife Area

Management of Flowages/Water

Water Control Structures

Additional Water Control

Structutes

Fewer Water Control
Structutes

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife

Can manage for more
diverse conditions by
allowing micro
management of areas.
Not needed for current
management.

May impact adjacent
landowners.

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife

Decreases diversity of
wildlife species.

May encourage succession.
May impact adjacent
landowners.

Impacts to Recreation
Decrease wildlife viewing
opportunities.

Impacts to Recreation

Other Comments
Better water control.
Increased expense to build
and maintain.

Other Comments
L ess maintenance required
by staff.
Decreases water control on
marsh.
Less ability to manage
specific marsh areas.
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Plant Permanent Grasses
In Grassland Areas Rather
Than Annual Crops

Powell Marsh Wildlife Area

Grassy Upland Areas

Plant Annual Crops In
Grassland Areas

Plant a Combination of
Permanent Grass and Annual
Crops

Encourage Short Grass
Prairie in Grassland Areas

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife

Attracts more insects and
birds.

Provides more nesting cover
Increases wildlife vatiety.

Dectreases food supply for
migrating waterfowl.

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
Attracts waterfowl.
Less variety.

Annual crops require fertilizer
applications.

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
Currently being done.

Provides food, rest, and
nesting areas.

Attracts waterfowl.

Slowly losing ground to
vegetative succession.

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
Species that need short grass
prairie will do better.
Increases diversity of wildlife
species.

Impacts to Recreation
Fewer migrating waterfowl for
viewing and hunting
opportunities.

Impacts to Recreation

Increased wildlife hunting and
viewing oppottunities.

Impacts to Recreation

Good opportunities are
available.

Impacts to Recreation

Increase species diversity for
viewing opporttunities.

Other Comments
Sandy soil supports permanent
grass cover better than annual
Ccrops.
One time increase in staff
workload and seed costs.

Other Comments
Provides more food for
waterfowl species.

Increased staff workload and
costs.

Soil and climate may limit
annual crop success.

Other Comments
Successful management using
existing resources.

Barely holding back succession
species.

Other Comments
Additional staff workload and

costs.

Soil and climate limitations.
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Powell Marsh Wildlife Area

Vegetation Management of Open Peatlands

Allow Succession to take Aggtessively Keep Succession at Remove Existing Roads Allow Uncontrolled
over Peatland Areas Control/Prevent Cutrent Level and Dikes. Manage to Wildfites
Succession Enhance Latge, Open
Peatland
Impacts to Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife Impacts to Impacts to Impacts to

Habitat/Wildlife » Good for sharp-tailed Habitat/Wildlife Habitat/Wildlife Habitat/Wildlife
» Benefit to species that grouse and waterfowl. Provide food, rest, and * FEliminates species that Slows succession.

use woody vegetation. * Need to continually nesting areas. require open watet. Negative impacts to
+ Noincreasein staff maintain. Provides ecosystem soil.

workload.

* Negative impact on
efforts to encourage
waterfowl and sharp
tail grouse.

» Lessensspecies

e Releases nutrients,
provides food.

e Somedirect loss and some

nesting 10ss.
* Improved habitat for rare
bird species.

diversity.
Slowly losing ground
to succession.

Impacts to Recreation
Wildlife viewing and
hunting opportunities
would be negatively
impacted.

Impacts to Recreation
e Increases hunting and
viewing opportunities.
»  Short-term aesthetics
considerations.

Impacts to Recreation

Impacts to Recreation
» Eliminates waterfowl
hunting opportunities.
* Decreaseswildlife
viewing opportunities.

Impacts to Recreation

Other Comments
» Decrease staff
workload on Marsh.
e Contrary to draft
property vision and
goal statements.

Other Comments

* Increased workload and
costs.

» Prescribed burns are a
relatively inexpensive
method to control
vegetation on alarge area.

e Unableto conduct burns
every year due to weather
conditions.

Other Comments

* Barely containing

woody vegetation
growth.

Other Comments

* Very costly.

* Roads arerequired for
successful
management.

* Negative impacts on
adjacent property
owners.

Other Comments
Wildfires must be
controlled under state
law.

Public health and
safety concerns.
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Powell Marsh Wildlife Area

Wildlife Management

Intensify Management Provide Perching Sites Transfer Geese to Marsh Plant Wild Rice in Keep Woody
Efforts to Encourage for Raptors Flowages Vegetation Along
Sharptail Grouse Flowages
Populations
Impacts to Impacts to Impacts to Impacts to Impacts to
Habitat/ Wildlife Habitat/ Wildlife Habitat/ Wildlife Habitat/ Wildlife Habitat/ Wildlife
* Increase sharptail * Prey on ducksand * Longtermincreasein * Increased food source » Benefits species that
grouse populations. nesting waterfowl. numbers of resident for many species. use woody
geesein region. vegetation.

e Successful re-
establishment may not
occur.

Impacts to Recreation
Increased viewing
opportunities.

Impacts to Recreation
Increases opportunities
for viewing raptors.

Impacts to Recreation
* Increased hunting and
viewing opportunities

for geese.

Impacts to Recreation
Increases numbers and
diversity of speciesfor
viewing.

May increase species
for hunting
opportunities.

Impacts to Recreation
Increase species
diversity for viewing
opportunities.

Other Comments
Will nest in open bogs,
but are not as
productive.

Do best in brushy
uplands.

Other Comments
Small increasein
workload and costs.

Other Comments

*  Current transfer of
geeseis aready
occurring and will
continue.

e Heavy mortality
suspected on young
geese.

Other Comments
Potential funding sources
available.

Would need to increase
water flow rate.

Plant in areas with proper
“bed.”

Additional staff workload.

Other Comments
Existing woody
vegetation islocated in
this area.

No additional
workload.

Powell Marsh Issue Forum February 12, 1999




o

Powell Marsh Wildlife Area

Recreation Management

General Recreation

Trails (see other sheet)

\

Promote Control of Domestic
Dogs During Nesting Season

No Dogs Allowed on Dikes
During Nesting Season

Allow Motorized Traffic on
Existing Snowmobile Trail

“ “ Hiking and Birding Access “

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
Wildlife and birds are not
disturbed.

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife

Reduces stress on nesting
birds.

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
Disturbs wildlife species.

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
Possible impacts on nesting
birds.

Impacts to Recreation
Decreases conflicts between
people and pets.

More signs may be
aesthetically unappealing to
public.

Impacts to Recreation
Restricts people’s
opportunity to enjoy birds
during nesting season.
Need signs that are
unattractiveand costly.

Impacts to Recreation
Potential increase in trail
system.

Conflict with other trail users

Impacts to Recreation
Increases public awareness
wildlife area.

Increases recreational and
educational opportunities.
Disturbance to wildlife.

Other Comments
* Easy to accomplish.

Other Comments
Statutory change and
enforcement.

Other Comments
Linksto other trail network needsto
be determined
Disturbs wildlife.
Lack of enforcement.
Potential statutory restrictions and
federal funding implications.
Potential problems from motorized
vehicles that don’t stay on trails.

Other Comments

* Good walking access.
» Parking lots currently in

place.

* Good species diversity for

viewing.

* Closed refuge area from

Sept. 1 to Dec.31.

Powell Marsh Issue Forum February 12, 1999



Powell Marsh Wildlife Area

General Recreation
(see other sheet)

Recreation Management

Trails
Establish a Bike Ttrail Make Abandoned Make Abandoned Make Abandoned Railtoad Consider Allowing
Along Powell Road (a Railroad Grade into Non- Railroad Grade into Grade Part of NHAL Dogs and Skis on the
town road) Motorized Bike T'rail Multi-use Recreational Marsh (Skijourning)
(Connect with Vehicle Trail
Bearskin Trail)
| | | | |
Impacts to Impacts to Impacts to Impacts to Impacts to
Habitat/Wildlife Habitat/Wildlife Habitat/Wildlife Habitat/Wildlife Habitat/Wildlife
* |If paved, pavement Increased disturbance » Potentia loss of Disturbance of
would increase runoff with increased use. wildlife habitats. wildlife.

to wildlife area.

Impacts to Recreation
* Expandssilent sport
activities.

Impacts to Recreation
e If paved, could
eliminate
snowmobiling

Impacts to Recreation
Increased recreational
opportunities.
Potential for user
conflicts.

Impacts to Recreation

Impacts to Recreation
Increased recreational
opportunities.

User conflicts. Training
periods could run into
NON-SNOW Season.
Erosion potential on

Other Comments
e Couldlink Lac du
Flambeau, Mercer and
Woodruff with
adjacent railroad grade.
* Costly to develop.

Other Comments

» Coordinate efforts and
eval uate impacts of
trail network with
adjacent/surrounding
property owners.

» Railroad grade
development may be
necessary in portions
to establish trails.

Other Comments
Existing corridor in
place.

Costs and workload.

Enforcement concerns.

Railroad grade
development may be
necessary in portions
to establish trails.

Other Comments
* Needs Natural

Resources Board

approval.

dikes
|

Other Comments
Sign devel opment
needed.

Limited to dike aress.
Would compact snow
making it difficult to
plow in spring to
maintain water control
structures.
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Powell Marsh Wildlife Area

Educational Opportunities

Inctease Education and Decrease Education and Develop Self-Guided Create Hiking Trail(s) Increase Disabled
Learning Opportunities Learning Opportunities Hiking and Birding with Interpretive Signs on Access at Vista or West
(e.g. Wildlife Walks, (e.g. Wildlife Walks, Brochures and Maps Dikes Side Parking Lot
Naturalist Hikes) Naturalist Hikes)
Impacts to Impacts to Impacts to Impacts to Impacts to
Habitat/ Wildlife Habitat/ Wildlife Habitat/ Wildlife Habitat/ Wildlife Habitat/ Wildlife
* Increased public Devote time to other Increase public Increase public
awareness and management priorities knowledge and knowledge and
knowledge of wildlife on Marsh. awareness of wildlife. awareness of wildlife.
and marsh. Could have negative Increased disturbance Promote public health.
e May divert staff from impact on future to wildlife. Increased disturbance
other critical funding for wildlife. to wildlife with
management activities, increased use.
| | | | |
Impacts to Recreation Impacts to Recreation Impacts to Recreation Impacts to Recreation Impacts to Recreation
» Attract more visitorsto Increased use of Increased use of * Increased use of
marsh. wildlife area. wildlife area. wildlife area.
Visitors can take home
brochures for off-site
education.

Other Comments
Staff workload and
budgets to develop and
maintain.

Potential for brochures
for self-guided tour.
Remote location limits
participation.

Other Comments
Contrary to draft
property vision and goal
statements.

Decrease workload.

Other Comments
Increased workload
and budgets.

Printing and
distribution of
brochures.

Increased public
education. Help from
volunteer naturalists.

Other Comments
Increased workload
and budget. Increased
maintenance costs.
Public safety concerns.
Dikes and roads are
currently in place.
Promote integrated
ecosystem theme.

Other Comments
Staff workload, costs
and maintenance.
Increase handicap
accessibility. Terrain
isflat.

May promote
accessibility.
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Plant Grasses and Forbes
in Wooded Fringe Areas

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife

o Attracts waterfowl.

» Benefits species requiring
grassland areas.

*  Eliminates species that
use forested areas on
Marsh.

Powell Marsh Wildlife Area

Wooded Areas on Fringes of Marsh

Allow Wooded Areas to
Grow to Mature Timber

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
Positive impact on species
requiring large mature
timber.

Negative impact on species
requiring early succession
stages.

Impacts to Recreation
* Increaseviewing
opportunities.
*  Provides better vistas.

Impacts to Recreation
Increased viewing
opportunities of speciesin
mature timber.

Decrease deer and grouse
hunting in upland

Other Comments
* Increased workload for
staff.
* Increased budget
requirements.

Other Comments
Little workload and budgets
required.
Wooded acreageis limited.
Not alarge impact.

Keep Wooded Areas in Early

Succession Stages

Impacts to Habitat/ Wildlife
Positive impact on species
requiring early succession
timber types. May help
sharptail grouse.

Currently being done on
some areas of NHAL.

Impacts to Recreation

Other Comments
Requires periodic cutting
and maintenance.
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Work with Lac Du Flambeau
Biologists on Adjacent Tribal-
Owned Matrsh .

Powell Marsh Wildlife Area

WDNR and Lac du Flambeau Coordination

Work with Lac Du Flambeau to
Remove Tamarack Between
Property Boundaries of State-
Owned and Tribal Owned
Marsh Land

Joint Ttibal/ WDNR Butning
Crews

Consider Long term Goals,
Impacts, Results of
Management
(100 years or motre)

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife

e Integration of time and funds
to perform similar work.

» Positive impact on non-target
Species.

» Allow entire marsh complex
to be managed in asimilar
fashion.

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
» Retain open aspect of Marsh.
» Eliminate speciesthat use
tamarack in this border area.

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
Controls succession.

Impacts to Habitat/Wildlife
* Long-range planning
benefits.

Impacts to Recreation

Impacts to Recreation
e Increased hunting
opportunities and increase
ability to see across the
marsh.

Impacts to Recreation

Increased hunting
opportunities.

Impacts to Recreation
e Important to think long-term
and anticipate and react to
changing opportunities and
threats.

Other Comments
* Requireroutine
communication on
management strategies.
* Currently employing alot of
the same management
strategies.

Other Comments
* Like management programs
working together.
e Time, personnel and
equipment efficiencies.

Other Comments
Potential for burning larger
areas.

Coordination of two different
fire fighting crews.

Other Comments

* Long-range planning
strategies.

e Management prescriptions
should not be considered
short-term.

» Difficult to predict future
with changing socio-
economic situations.

* Management actions can
improve through years.
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